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Oxeiidon  Rural  District. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH’S  ANNUAL 
REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 


Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  together  with  the  various  tables  of  statistics  and 
the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


The  Area  of  the  District  is  32,991  acres  and  comprises 
19  parishes.  The  total  population  in  the  1901  census  numbered 
4,202  ;  during  recent  years  the  birth  rate  has  exceeded  the  death 
rate,  so  that  the  population  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  the 
present  time  to  be  about  100  persons  more.  The  population 
of  the  various  parishes  varies  from  26,  in  Thorpe  Lubenham, 
to  757,  in  YVelford,  the  majority  being  under  200  inhabitants. 


The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  mainly  connected 
with  grazing  and  agriculture.  There  are  no  factories  in  the 
District,  and  no  trades  or  occupations  likely  to  be  detrimental 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 


The  House  Accommodation  is,  on  the  whole,  adequate 
and  cleanly.  Only  one  house  has  been  built  during  the  year, 
viz.,  at  Stoke  Albany. 


A  few  material  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in 
the  sewage  arrangements  of  the  District.  The  method  of  dealing 
with  the  sewage  is,  in  the  main,  by  means  of  settling  tanks  ;  these  • 
are  inspected  frequently  by  the  sanitary  inspector,  and  are  cleaned 
out  monthly  or  quarterly  as  required.  The  gratings  and  drains 
are  disinfected  each  week,  and  where  necessary  the  sewers  are 
flushed.  At  Clipston  two  additional  ventilating  shafts  have  been 
fixed  to  the  sewers.  At  Sibbertoft  the  old  and  inadequate  sewer 
tanks  have  been  abolished,  and  an  entirely  fresh  system  of  tanks 
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has  been  built  some  distance  further  from  the  village.  This  is 
working  most  satisfactorily,  the  effluent  being  particularly 
clear ;  considerable  difficulty  had  to  be  overcome  in  this 
connexion,  as  several  springs  were  encountered  in  laying  the 
pipes,  which  had  to  be  diverted  into  the  pipes  themselves.  At 
Sulby  new  sewer  works  have  been  carried  out  with  improved 
filter  beds. 

No  complaints  of  river  or  stream  pollution  have  arisen 
during  the  year.  The  nuisance  complained  of  at  Ashley  in  my 
last  report  has  been  satisfactorily  remedied.  A  new  sewer 
chamber  has  been  built  and  the  outfall  taken  to  a  lower  part 
of  the  stream  where  it  is  no  longer  a  source  of  nuisance. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  sewage  and  refuse  is  on  the 
whole  satisfactory.  With  the  drainage  improvements  that  have 
taken  place  during  the  last  few  years,  various  causes  of  previous 
complaint  in  this  direction  have  been  removed  or  materially 
improved. 


The  Water  Supply  of  the  District  is  good.  The  well 
in  Clipston,  by  the  Rectory,  has  been  widened  and  deepened, 
and  the  Artesian  well  at  Farndon  has  been  thoroughly  cleansed. 

The  places  over  which  the  Council  have  control,  viz.  : 
slaughter-houses,  bakehouses,  outworkers’  premises,  dairies  and 
cow-keepers’  premises,  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  are  in 
good  order.  Nuisances  have  been  few  in  number,  and  are 
mentioned  in  the  appended  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring 
this  year  is  23  as  compared  with  11  last  year.  This  is  mainly 
due  to  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  at  Marston  Trussed  which 
lasted  from  the  beginning  of  August  to  the  middle  of  November. 
The  Council  accepted  the  kind  offer  by  Mr.  Twins  of  the  use  of 
a  cottage  as  an  isolation  hospital  for  the  time,  and  since  the 
middle  of  November  no  case  of  scarlet  fever  has  been  notified. 
There  has  been  no  other  epidemic  of  notifiable  disease,  but 
school  closure  was  found  necessary  on  two  occasions,  viz.,  at 
Wilbarston  and  Clipston,  on  account  of  measles.  I  should  like 
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to  suggest  to  the  Council  the  advisability  of  adopting  a  resolution 
instructing  the  schoolmasters  and  mistresses  to  inform  me,  as 
medical  officer  of  health,  of  suspected  cases  of  non-notifiable 
infectious  disease,  e.g.,  measles,  whooping-cough,  mumps,  chicken 
pox,  as  recommended  but  not  enforced  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  'This  would  enable  me  to  deal  with  such  outbreaks  at 
their  outset ;  at  present  I  am  dependent  for  such  information 
upon  heresay  or  casual  information  whilst  visiting  the  various 
villages,  official  information  not  reaching  me  till  the  school 
authorities  send  to  enquire  if  the  school  ought  to  be  closed. 


Perusal  of  the  appended  tables  of  statistics  calls  attention 
firstly  to  the  increased  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 
This  is,  as  I  have  mentioned,  due  to  the  small  epidemic  of 
scarlet  fever  at  Marston,  but  as,  of  the  15  cases,  7  occurred  in 
one  family  and  5  in  another,  the  epidemic  cannot  be  considered 
in  any  way  serious.  The  total  births  and  deaths  for  the  year 
both  closely  approximate  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  the 
births  exceeding  the  deaths  by  nearly  30.  The  infant  mortality 
still  remains  very  low,  5  deaths  being  registered  under  one  year  of 
age  ;  of  these,  3  died  of  pneumonia,  one  of  gastroenteritis,  and 
one  from  congenital  disease.  Of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year, 
considerably  over  50  per  cent,  were  persons  over  65  years  of  age 
— a  large  number  of  these  over  80  years. 


The  number  of  outworkers  from  the  factoiies  is  rather 
smaller  than  last  year— 68  as  compared  with  77.  No  matter  in 
connection  with  them  has  arisen  during  the  year. 


I  have  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  valuable  and 
skilful  aid  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  beg  to  thank  you, 
gentlemen,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  that  you  have  always 
shewn  to  myself. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Yours  faithfully, 


CHARLES  T.  SCOTT. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  district  during  1909 

and  previous  years* 
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TABLE  II.— Oxendon  Rural  District. 
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TABLE  III  . — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 

during  the  Year  1909. 
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TABLE  IV, — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1909. 
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TABLE  V. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1909. 
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